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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 
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A collection of over 40 short stories anc 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 





All Time Thankfulness 


Dear Sister, 

The secret of all true contentment is re- 
vealed in these words, which should be writ- 
ten in the mind of every Christian, to “in 
everything give thanks,’ and “by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.” We 
should cultivate a thankful spirit at all 
times. 

Expressions of gratitude should be con- 
stantly on our lips and in our hearts. We 
should treasure every moment as a priceless 
opportunity to give thanks and thereby 
glorify God. 

St. Joseph, Mo. H. W. 


Ditto 


Dear Sister: 

November is gone but that does not mean 
that the time for being thankful is gone. 
Having a special day for thanksgiving helps 
to make people think more about the things 
that they have to be thankful for and per- 
haps realize that they have been taking too 
many blessings for granted. 

Perhaps none of us are as thankful 
as we should be, because when you really 
think about it, we just could not live a 
moment without the blessings of God. So 
let us be thankful every day. If we will 
just do a little thinking on that line, we 
will find plenty to be thankful for even 
though there may be sorrow in our lives. So 
let us try counting our blessings. 

Adamsville, Tenn. Mrs. J. P. 


Slumber Song 


Dear Maranatha Sister, 
The old “Slumber Song,” that nearly 
every one sings in December has already 
begun! You have all heard it, no doubt— 
“Santa Claus, is coming to town!” How I 
hate it, and how glad I always am when it 
is over, for another year! How “sweet” is 
the sound of the “Trumpet”—warning us— 
“Learn not the way of the heathen” (Jer. 
10: 1), because it is so stupid and senseless. 
“Maranatha!” 

Potsdam, N. Y. 


” 


O. B. W. 
Deceased 
Dear Friends, 

It is with a sad heart that I am writing 
you a few lines. Sorry to tell you of the 
death of my son, W. D. Caravan who died 
in October, and again twelve days later, my 
wife, Doreas passed away in November. I 
am sending you, inclosed, a card pertaining 
to my dear wife’s death. I feel very lonely 
without her. It is hard to believe it. 

Thank God for the Mrcippo Messace. It 
is a great source of comfort to me in this 
time of distress. Please pray for me, as I 
know you will. 

Long Beach, Calif. T. F. Caravan 

We extend our sympathy in this double 
bereavement and point to this brother the 


hope of Rev. 21: 3, 4. (Ed.) 
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A Vital Message from James the 
Servant of God 


book of James, while intensely practical, was lack- 

ing in imagination. Even if true, this charge is no 
cause for complaint. What the book lacks in subtilty it 
makes up in forthrightness and comprehensibility. One 
never needs to wonder or inquire what this or that 
means; anyone who can read can understand James. Its 
five brief chapters are crammed with simple, direct and 
vital ethical teaching. There are no other five consecutive 
chapters in the entire Bible which approach it as a mirror 
of the human heart and as a guide to practical Christian 
living. We are glad that it is so. We would be infinitely 
poorer without the little General Epistle of James. 

While the author dealt mainly with human problems 
which lie close at hand and are timeless, such as profes- 
sion without practice, the unruly tongue, snobbery, world- 
liness, and the like, the closing chapter in its opening 
verses is prophetic, and voices the sublime Christian 
hope of the personal return of Jesus to earth. 

The men who interpreted the early translations of the 
Bible, such as the King James and Douay Versions, were 
in darkness regarding its true teachings, yet they believed 
it to be the true, inspired word of God. It is remarkable 
how they could translate words which contradicted their 
beliefs without sensing the incongruity of their still 
holding to those beliefs. And the fact that they were not 
able to color their translation by their beliefs is a strik- 
ing evidence of God’s watchful care over His Word. 

Although they believed in the doctrines of a literal 
devil, a burning hell, a triune God, Adamic condemnation, 
and the immortality of the soul, and many others, yet 
their translation is correct, and we can get the truth 
from it. The Catholic Bible, the Douay Translation, states 
that “the son of man is not immortal,” despite the fact 
that those who hoid to that translation believe to the 
contrary. And I am certain that there was not one of the 
translators of the King James Bible but that believed 
man was immortal, yet they translated Romans 2:7 cor- 
rectly: “To them who by patient continuance in well 
doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal 
life.” And again they translated the words found in Prov. 
21: 16, “The man that wandereth, out of the way of under- 
standing, shall remain in the congregation of the dead.” 
Their translation is right in opposition to their own 
theory. Those who actually did not believe the Bible have 
translated it correctly. It is evidence that God was behind 
it. The apostle Peter testified: “The prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (II Pet. 1:21). 
This is striking evidence that what Daniel said is true; 
the angel guarded the water of life, the Word of God, so 
it could be handed down to us in its pure form, and today 
we have every principle of truth, and every command- 
ment relating to our salvation, as transcribed by those 
holy men of old. 

Think of those translators putting into their transla- 


A TOO-CRITICAL critic once complained that the 


tion, “The living know that they shall die: but the dead 
know not anything”; though they believed the dead know 
more when dead than when living. In the fourth century, 
when choosing the writings to be included in the Latin 
Vulgate, Jerome refused to include “Susannah” and the 
story of “Bel and the Dragon,” for they are not in the 
Hebrew writings. He refused to include any of the 
“unauthorized books.” God was directing, and watching 
over His Word. This should be a consolation to us, and an 
assurance that He will carry out all His promises. 


Concerning Cleansing, Purifying, Mourning 


We read in James 4: 8, “Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 
purify your hearts, ye double minded.” That is all that 
we have to do. Isaiah says that it is our iniquity that 
stands between us and God. “Behold, the Lord’s hand is 
not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that he cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, that he will not hear” (Isa. 59:1, 2). Sin 
stands between us and God. Put the sin away and He 
will draw near. He will never come to us through that 
dark cloud of sin and iniquity. 

“Cleanse your hands, ye sinners”—cleanse your hands 
from every form of sin, sin is the transgression of the 
law. “Purify your hearts, ye double minded”—double 
minded, a mind not wholly devoted to God, a mind to 
serve Him a part of the time, and a part of the time, a 
mind to serve the flesh. Professing Christians must not be 
double minded but single minded, serving God with 
singleness of purpose. 

Then James continues in v. 9, “Be afflicted, and 
mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourn- 
ing, and your joy to heaviness.” Mourn—what for? For 
your sins. Do not weep because you cannot have your own 
way, because you cannot gratify some natural desire. Do 
not weep because you have sustained losses in the stock 
market, or because the tax collector has taken too big 
a slice of your year’s income, but weep because you have 
transgressed God’s law, thus jeopardizing your hope of 
future life. Each of us must mourn for our sins. It is like 
the words of Paul in his letter to the church at Corinth. 
He had made them sorry with a letter, he had forcefully 
reminded them of their shortcomings. But he afterward 
said that he did not regret it, the letter had had the proper 
effect. “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salva- 
tion not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death. For behold this selfsame thing, that ye 
sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought 
in you,... yea, what zeal” (II Cor. 7: 10, 11). It purified 
them. 

Then James continues in v. 10, “Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.” The 
Lord always wants to lift up. He never wants to thrust 
anyone down. “Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
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Lord, and he shall lift you up.” Humility is the fairest 
flower that grows in the garden of virtue. Humbleness is 
the key to exaltation—“before honor comes humility.” It 
is the visible manifestation that will attract the attention 
of the great God: “. . . to this man will I look, even to 
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth 
at my word” (Isa. 66:2). Humility is the exterior sign 
of a fully surrendered life. 


Concerning Judging and Evil Speaking 


“Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that 
speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, 
speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou 
judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 
There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: 
who art thou that judgeth another?” (vs. 11, 12). If we 
are sincerely drawing nigh to God we will show it by 
our attitude toward our brother. Whereas it is natural 
for us to want to judge another with rigor and ourselves 
with tolerance, we will reverse the trend and judge our 
brother with tolerance, and ourselves with severity. 

We have the license to judge by fruits, but never by 
appearances. 

Jesus said, “Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall know 
them.” On the other hand we cannot judge when no fruits 
are manifested. “Judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels 
of the hearts” (I Cor. 4:5). 

Let us beware that we do not speak evil one of another. 
Human nature is much given to gossip. It has been aptly 
said that gossip rolls on wheels, and every hand oils the 
wheels as they run. A story gets started, and every time 
it is repeated it grows. Oh, let us be careful how we speak 
about our brother, be careful how we judge him, lest we 
find ourselves judging the law, rather than allowing the 
law to judge us. 

Then in verses 13 and 14 James issues a fair warning: 
“Go to now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go 
into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and 
sell, and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on 
the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor, 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 
You may say you are going to do this and that, yet you do 
not know what may happen tomorrow. My! death can 
come so quickly. You may meet death on the highway, or 
one may be in his home, or in an office caring for his 
business, and may be suddenly stricken, to expire within 
a very few hours. 

“For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that appear- 
eth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” But too 
often people are like the rich fool in Jesus’ parable. His 
land brought forth abundantly. He said, What shall I do, 
for I have no place to bestow all my crops? “And he said, 
This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build 
greater; and there will I bestow all my fruit and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose 
shall these things be, which thou hast provided?” (Luke 
12: 17—20). We should never allow ourselves to hold 
such an attitude, but should say, “If the Lord will, we 
shall live, and do this, or that” (v. 15), for we do not 
know when our life may end. 


Then James continues: “But now ye rejoice in your 
boasting: all such rejoicing is evil.” Oh, you are boast- 
ing proudly of your intentions, all such boasting is evil. 
People like to boast, but James says, “all such rejoicing 
is evil. Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

The principle involved in these words reveals God’s 
merey and His fair dealing with men. Accountability 
always must accompany a knowledge of right and wrong; 
and this is as it should be, for one cannot be held account- 
able for what he does not know. “Justice and judgment 
are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall 
go before thy face” (Ps. 89:14), said King David in one 
of those lofty bursts of praise and thanksgiving, as once 
again he was reimpressed with God’s mercy and long- 
suffering with him and the other members of the human 
family who had covenanted to serve Him. And who of us, 
as we look back over our lives, can fail to be impressed 
deeply with our personal need for that mercy? How many 
times we have transgressed God’s law knowingly, walked 
right into the evil with our eyes open, so to speak! We 
knew to do good, and did not do it, and that is sin (James 
4:17). Too often we have done the things we should not 
have done, and left undone the things we should have 
done. 

Knowledge brings responsibility, and it is for this 
reason that we are warned to count the cost before 
entering into such a solemn covenant with the Almighty. 
Before making a vow we are not responsible, but having 
once promised to serve Him we shall be brought to 
account to determine whether or not we have kept our 
vow. The judgment will revea! if we have put first things 
first, sought first the Kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness. 


A Prophecy of our Time 


In James 5:1 we read of the timely prophecy so 
descriptive of Capital and Labor today. As we see our 
nation fairly torn apart by labor disputes, we are 
impressed with that prophecy’s startling fulfillment. 
Though Labor, grown big, prosperous and powerful, rides 
high, with improved conditions, hours and _ benefits, 
Capital bears no symptoms of a changed heart. At one 
favorable turn of events it would revert to its old, self- 
ish, greedy arrogance as of yesteryear. The weeping and 
howling because of their miseries is heard even now as 
they struggle for release from the pressure of their self- 
made burdens. 

As Christians, we can view this deplorable situation 
without concern as to its outcome. Our only interest is in 
its being divinely inspired prophecy fulfilled. It is a 
brilliantily lighted signboard showing our way, alerting 
us to the imminence of our Lord’s return. Thus alerted, 
we are aroused to the urgency of more rapid preparation 
for that great day. ; 

The Apostle employs a similitude so descriptive of the 
farmer’s patience: “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto 
the ccming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth 
for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience 
for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye 
also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one against another, 
brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge stand- 
eth before the door.” (James 5: 7—9). 

James shared with other of the New Testament authors 
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the hope of the coming of Christ, speaking explicitly of 
the certainty of this fundamental Christian hope. The 
seasons may come and go, storm and sunshine may alter- 
nate, the affairs of the world may have their ups and 
downs, yet his patient interest is in the fruition of his 
labor. But this patience, as every farmer knows, is not 
to sit with folded hands waiting for Nature to do her part. 
It is a battle right up to the end—cultivation, spraying, 
watering, and at the end the strenuous days of harvest. 

So with the cultivation of character. There is little 
waiting and no idleness, it is continual effort. 

Yet through it all runs the patience of the saints. We 
cannot hurry the hand of God, but if we can see a satis- 
fying growth unto holiness in our own lives, the confused 
affairs of the world, whether political or economic, sink 
from sight, their place filled by an inward peace which 
passes understanding, a confidence that the present dis- 
tresses add up to one vitally important thing—‘the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nigh.” 


Concerning Christ’s Coming 


The Bible speaks plainly on the teaching that Christ 
is to come to earth the second time. The Old Testament 
has much to say regarding the second coming. Jesus Him- 
self repeated the promise again and again during His 
earthly ministry, and also in His post-ascension message 
to John on the Isle of Patmos, the book of Revelation. 
The promise is repeated approximately thirty-five times 
in the New Testament Epistles. The silver lining to the 
world’s dark cloud today is the hope of the personal 
return of Christ. And that hope is just as real, just as 
true, just as certain, as that tomorrow morning will 
dawn. 

The Apostle kncw the world would be in a state of 
ferment, and that composure would be needed on the 
part of the Christian, hence he pleaded: “Be patient 
therefore brethren until the coming of the Lord.” The 
Lord is coming. Things are not always to continue as they 
were from the beginning of creation. God’s long silence 
will be broken, His great work upon earth will be 
resumed, and—public'y. When His hand is lifted up all 
the earth shall see His glory. He merely is waiting for the 
time to become ripe. As the farmer waits for the pre- 
cious fruit of the earth but does not expect the crop until 
harvest time, so the Lord waits. His long silence is no 
sign of failure. The things that have gone out of His 
mouth He will accomplish. He will set His King on His 
holy hill of Zion, all nations shall have to submit to that 
coming King of kings. 


Concerning Grudging: Grudge Not! 


Verse 9 has more to say about the alert Christian’s 
reaction to the nearness of the coming of the Lord: 
“Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be 
condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.” 
If a friend from a distance has come so close to our 
home that he is standing before the door, he is very close. 
Only one fleeting moment, and a single step, still sepa- 
rates us from his presence. Let us always be aware that 
the Judge is standing before our door. If we hold a grudge 
against our brother He will know it. 

Oh, the harm that a grudge can do. 

We somehow get the idea that folks do not like us or 
are thinking ill of us, and what is our reaction? We are 
virtually unnerved in their presence, and everything we 


to bless or to burn. They have more power than any other 
energy known to man, including atomic energy, for not 
even that great power can separate us from our grudges; 
but happy, disciplined thoughts can. 

Have we ever stopped to consider how often our dislike 
oy another person or our grudges, are based on the fact 
that we do not know that person? We may have heard the 
old proverb, “To know all is to forgive all.” Although 
this is not always the case, yet in a majority of instances 
to know your antagonist’s trials, heartaches, ambitions 
and temptations, would greatly help. Such ignorance is 
the root of many grudges and cruel injustices which are 
practiced by us and on us. If we brought even a fraction 
of the energy to bear in an effort to remove the grudges, 
that we do to keep it growing and thriving, we would 
have few, if any, grievances left. 

The teacher of kindergarden pupils is told that her 
first task is to study the child, get his viewpoint and back- 
ground. No matter what our age, we never cease to be 
children in this sense that we want to be understood, 
appreciated, and our particular or even peculiar view- 
point considered, even if not agreed with. 

Every normal person wants love, fears rejection, 
craves understanding, experiences anxiety, and longs to 
fill a worthy role in the world of action. 

When we strive to understand others we are also 
helping ourselves. The days of our mortal life “are few,” 
as the patient Job observed, and “full of trouble,” too 
few in fact to be wasted on endless quarrels and strife. 
The sour grapes of selfishness, suspicion, hate, bitter- 
ness and grudges supply no nourishment to the spirit; 
instead they set the teeth of our soul on edge and add 
further to our discomfort. 

When one is sick at heart or mind, one is sicker than 
trom any physical disease. When he is well there, the 
sense of well-being exceeds anything physical health can 
give. The cases of soul sickness have been set by physi- 
cians as between sixty and ninety per cent of all known 
maladies, at least half, and as high as nine out of ten 
people are suffering from psychosomatic ailments. This 
clearly shows the need to guard the trend of our thoughts 
and gateway of our emotions even more carefully than 
we watch our literal diet. 

When we abandon ourselves to hatred and prejudices, 
or indulge in envious or bitter thoughts, harbor resent- 
ments and nurse grudges, we are doing ourselves much 
physica! harm, to say nothing of our spiritual health. 
Take, for example, our grudges: this is the point where 
strife and feuds arise, and all friendships start to come 
apart. It is where we feel a sense of grievance against 
another. This emotion is a mixture of anger, resentment 
and frustration, and when we take these on as traveling 
companions on life’s journey we are taking on something 
that we cannot carry without injury to our spiritual and 
physical health. A grudge held in the mind over a long 
period of time is likely, and has been known to produce 
as serious physical effects as the staphylococci virus— 
even to the point of being fatal. 

The fact that we have a deep grudge against someone 
dees not always do any particular harm to the victim 
of our spite, for he or she may not even be aware of the 
fire of resentment that burns upon the hearth of our 

oul. The course of revenge and retaliation is a rough one, 
the first to suffer being ourselves. The injury done by 
another that we allow to make us ill, will not be made 
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do or say seemingly increases this feeling of disapproval 
and the tensions which follow. Thoughts have the power 
well by revenge, no matter how seemingly sweet. The 
Bible gives the best method of getting even with our 
adversary : it is to forgive and forget, “heap coals of fire 
on his head.” 

A mind receptive to faith and hope, ready to forgive 
and forget, eager to think well of others and wish them 
well, is the poised and happy soul that Paul was speaking 
about in I Cor. 13: 4—7. “Charity suffereth long, and 
is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, 
is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh 
not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Charity never faileth.” This, Paul 
points out, will be productive of a sound mind and body, 
and destructive to hates and grudges. 


Prayer: A Work of Faith 


In an old English paper once appeared a prayer that 
runs thus: “O God, pour out upon our enemies with 
bountiful hands whatever Thou knowest may do them 
good, and chiefly a sound and uncorrupted mind, through 
which they may know and seek Thee with their whole 
heart and love us. Let not their first hating of us turn 
to their harm, neither in any wise let us hurt them, seeing 
that we cannot do them good for want of ability. Lord, 
we desire their amendment, not their chastisement. Sepa- 
rate them not from us by punishing them, but join and 
knit them to us by Thy favorable dealing with them.” 

More excellent than the scent of sandal and rose-bay, 
of lily, orange, or jasmine, is the lovely lingering, yet 
invigorating and commanding fragrance of forgiveness. 

If the practical James were in our midst today he 
might say: Brethren, you have no time for grudges, no 
time for hurt feelings, no time for divided loyalties, no 
time to be all absorbed with the trifles of every day 
existence. The things God has offered you are too mag- 
nificent for you to take any chance of losing them. Count 
no price too high, no sacrifice too great, invest your very 
best. 

You must have faith, but faith without works is dead, 
and God detests a dead faith. “Be patient therefore, 
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the hus- 
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for 
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” 





There is no music in a rest, 
Composers place it there 

That we may pause and catch a note 
That follows, with more care. 


God sends each life sometimes a “rest”, 
And we lament and grieve 

That sickness, disappointing plans, 
Give us unsought reprieve. 


God writes the music of our lives: 
Our part, to beat the time, 

And sing, and rest—pick up the key— 
Go on with note sublime. 


Working Faith 


OWEVER DARK the world may be, we have a 
H light at our command. Truth, the Word of God is 

that light. Truth kindles in its bearers more light, 
the leaping light of faith. Faith is the white fire of 
enthusiasm. See it gleaming down the ages from men Like 
Abraham, Jeremiah, Daniel, Paul. It is the strongest of 
motive forces. It is the kindler of all nobility. Whenever 
a faith inspired man arises, that man is invincible. By the 
force of his convictions his climate is strengthening to 
weakness, his air luminous to doubt-dimned eyes. Faith, 
to be effectual, must be alive and working. Then, it is 
active, not passive. It defies despair. Defeat is simply its 
signal to press onward. Reinforced by faith, the weakest 
mortal is mightier than disaster. God Almighty braces 
him against the universe. His soul is whole and equal to 
any emergency. Faith and works are as necessary to the 
spiritual life of Christians as soul and body are to our 
life as men, for faith is the soul of religion, and works, 
the body. Faith directs to the light when darkness pre- 
vails. It supplies incentive to action and converts ideas 
into reality. It fires the imagination with all that is grand 
and glorious beyond. This is essential, for one must 
envision the world to come before he will work for it. 
Though faith is bound to the future, its energy irradiates 
the present. Faith is not a cushion to fall back upon. It 
is working energy and by works it sanctifies, justifies, 
purifies. One who believes lightly and unthinkingly has 
not much of a belief. He who has a faith which is not to 
be shaken, has won it through blood and tears, has 
worked his way from doubt to Truth as one who reaches 
a clearing through a thicket of brambles and bushes. 

Faith never despairs. Every calamity, every thwarted 
longing is a plowing of the heart, turning its sod to the 
sky that something fairer may spring up and blossom. 
Faith is mental perception of what is good, together with 
a steady endeavor to live it despite all obstacles, and 
obstacles there must be. Without obstacles life would be 
easy, restful—and rest can become stagnation. Without 
obstacles, resistance, the bodily powers shrivel. Would the 
infant ever learn to walk or talk if it did not struggle? 
Only through innumerable downfalls and countless 
liftings does he gain free movement and begin to articulate. 
If that is possible to the untaught instincts of a child, 
how immeasurably muciu more can be wrought by an 
adult equipped with bright-eyed, full-limbed faith. 

Faith ventures limitless mortgages of energy and sacri- 
fice to attain, at last, a future life which it envisions. 

It is working faith that gives vitality to the spiritual 
blood stream. It creates unsuspected inner vigor when we 
are grounded and settled, eyes fixed on the promises. 
Faith enables us to stand chastened, yet glad for the 
removal from our bruised shoulders the weight and 
stupidity of half-life. 

When faith lights a people, their activities break into 
stimulating achievement. Moral progress refuels faith. 
If you would have a faith which will send its leaping 
fiame high into this midnight blackness, then let not a 
single day be skipped in moral growth. Each lapse undoes 
more than can be easily retrieved, like a drill left in the 
damp or a watch damaged by a fall. This is to say, Go 
forward thyself or thou wilt go back. Our will to act, 
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becomes vigorous in proportion to the frequency and 
definiteness of our actions. Then truly, it implements 
faith. 

When we let a resolution or a fine emotion dissipate 
without results, it means more than lost opportunity. It 
actually retards the fulfillment of future purposes. 

Do we tire of the radiant challenges which faith flings 
to us? Faith would keep us living at our crisis best, but 
alas, often under pressure, we begin to do great things, 
but when the pressure is removed, we let them go. We 
scarcely catch a glimpse of our mountain tops of 
endeavor, but with faith ablaze, we can fix as a perma- 
nent possession this higher excellence which we have 
glimpsed. Time is too short to be squandered on the low 
places of mediocrity. Up! Up! Scale the mountain top 
of endeavor and remember, the higher you climb, the 
further you can see into the land beyond, and the further 
you see, the higher still you will climb. 

On! On! to the summit. 





The Scriptures and the Saviour 


HE FOLLOWING ARTICLE was copied from a 
T lesson in an old school reader of about three gen- 
erations ago. It is only one of many in which rev- 
erence for God and the Bible is taught. If our readers 
will take the trouble to compare this class of reading 
with that found in the readers of today, they can plainly 
see that the young are not being taught nor given the 
chance to imbibe religious instruction as were their fore- 
bears. This, to a great degree accounts for the low moral 
standard of the youth of today. 

“The majesty of the Scriptures strikes me with aston- 
ishment, and the sanctity of the gospel addresses itself 
to my heart. Look at the volumes of the philosophers with 
all their pomp; how contemptible do they appear in com- 
parison with this! Is it possible that a book at once so 
simple and sublime can be the work of man? 

“Can He who is the subject of its history be Himself 
a mere man? Was His the tone of an enthusiast, or an 
ambitious sectary? What sweetness, what purity in His 
manners! What an affecting gracefulness in His instruc- 
tions! What sublimity in His maxims! What profound 
wisdcm in His discourses! What presence of mind, what 
sagacity and propriety in His answers! How great the 
command over His passions! Where is the man, where the 
philosopher, who could so live, suffer, and die, without 
weakness and without ostentation? 

“Fyrom whom, of all His countrymen, could Jesus have 
derived that sublime and pure morality, of which He 
only has given us both the precept and example? In the 
midst of the most licentious fanaticism, the voice of the 
sublimest wisdom was heard; and the simplicity of the 
most heroic virtue crowned one of the humblest of all 
the multitude. 

“Shall we say that the evangelical history is a mere 
fiction? It does not bear the stamp of fiction, but the con- 
trary. The history of Socrates, which nobody doubts, is 
not as well attested as that of Jesus Christ. Such an 
assertion in fact, only shifts the difficulty without remov- 
ing it. It is more inconceivable that a number of persons 
should have agreed to fabricate this book, than that one 
only should have furnished the subject of it.” 


Christian Growth 


HERE IS NO LIFE so rich as that life which can 
T draw from the wisdom of God and the experiences 
of the years’ sweetness, purity and an unshakable 
faith in the Creator and whose spirit is full of hope and 
the confidence in the future. If we would only realize at 
all times, that trials are the stimulus of Christian growth, 
how much less oppressive they would seem. For the 
young, the world is full of attractions which must be 
resisted. Rise above them and we find, as time goes on, 
a new test, that of an increasing weight of care and 
responsibility. However, this is but a steppingstone by 
which we may lift ourselves to a deeper spirituality and 
patience. 

Then, as the years advance, a physical decline may 
bring daily trials of a sort that can lift one above the last 
treasures of selfishness and willfulness, and bring to 
perfection, the image of Christ, if that image has, through 
the years, been steadily taking form within. The only real 
danger lies in forgetting that God is at the helm. 

Nothing can halt the onward progress of the one whose 
lofty ideal is holiness in the Lord, whose whole ambition 
is the attainment of the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ. 

As one begins the Christian life, big changes are nec- 
essary, big sacrifices, even as those which the sculptor 
made when he began his work on the rough stone fresh 
from the quarry. As his work progresses, the sculptor 
focuses his attention more and more on the details. He 
becomes increasingly exacting. Then as the finishing 
touch to his handiwork, he carefully and painstakingly 
polishes the whole. 

As we submitted to the rough hewing, so we must 
submit to the finer criticism that Truth makes of our 
conduct, our words, our thoughts, our motives, and lastly, 
we must permit no scars of irritation to mar the image 
that is being brought to completion as God applies the 
abrasive that will polish away the final traces of our old 
nature. 

All of us face the necessity of giving up our personal 
likes and dislikes, our whims and notions that interfere 
with our living the broader life that Truth demands. Then 
let us do it gracefully, without grumbling. 

When, perhaps after years of service, another arises 
to assist us at the task we once performed alone, let us 
receive the help kindly and thankfully, and though the 
proffered hands be inexperienced and awkward, speak 
only words of encouragement. This may be a supreme test 
for us but if we have been marching steadily onward in 
this way that leads to life, even Jordan will not prove a 
barrier to our goal. 

As long as life lasts, we must remember that as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are God’s ways 
higher than our ways and His thoughts than our thoughts. 
What a glorious work the Almighty is performing as He 
shapes in us a Christian character. Mankind may lust 
after power and fame but “he that is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than 
he that taketh a city.” Is there any sight more lovely to 
behold than a mature tree in the garden of God, bending 
with the ripening fruit of every Christian virtue? Oh, 
let it be the aim of each one of us to be such a tree! 











The 
Kefining 
‘Words 
of desus 


folk gladly heard the words of Jesus, They came to 

hear Him in great numbers, young and old, rich 
and poor alike, from the homes, the fields and the shops. 
They sensed the difference in His speech and marvelled 
at His wisdom, so gracious and so entirely unlike anything 
they had ever heard, bidding them so earnestly to come 
and “Follow Me.” 

Jesus did not use enticing words flavored with the 
wisdom of this world. His message came from lips 
unfeigned, derived from the Father of Light, ringing with 
power and might to pierce the depths of the innermost 
soul, to expose the human heart with its deep-seated roots 
of undesirable earthly behavior, to comfort, to cheer, and 
to bind and mollify the wounds of the brokenhearted and 
weary, with the ointment of God’s Truth. At the same 
time, exhorting them wholeheartedly, “repent, my people 
and sin no more.” 

Jesus spoke of purity to His listeners, of kindness and 
of righteousness; of much patience and gentleness; of 
never compromising with evil; if you have ought against 
your neighbor, forgive; of service to others and of loving 
God above all else; of freedom from worry and anxiety; 
of intense enthusiasm for the right and the just; and ever 
to seek God in prayerful communion for strength and 
courage to do His will. These gracious Words of the Man 
of Galilee had a most wonderful capacity for the greatest 
good and lifting up of the human race. As many as have 
reached out grasping the life-promoting instructions, 
these precious gems became their supporting influence 
throughout life’s many rugged roads and hazardous cor- 
ners, leading them gently into the security of the Chris- 
tian fold. 

Small wonder that the masses went their way aston- 
ished, whispering amongst themselves “can this be the 
carpenter’s son, the son of Joseph? From whence then 
is this great knowledge?’ Our Lord knew the God of 
heaven and His law supremely well. He lived by the 
Father and He worked by the Father. Always His testi- 
mony proved that it was not of Himself but of the Father 
and His Word that salvation was to be had. “I have not 
spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me: he 
gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak.” 

Whenever and wherever the gospel was preached, the 


Ts WRITERS of the Gospels tell us the common 








truly honest eagerly drank in every word and were con- 
vinced to the point of leaving all. We have the example 
of a certain man named Zaccheus, chief among the 
publicans and he was rich. His sincere heart was so 
impressed by the assurance and promise of the gospel as 
to compel him to restore tourfold the damage done his 
fellowmen by false pretenses, and to walk no more the 
crooked paths of sin. He did not boast in having Abraham 
for his father as did his countrymen but actually turned 
about face and did as he was commanded. Jesus could 
well testify of him “that through the righteousness of 
faith” he was worthy to be called the son of Abraham. 

Every dispensation has its unbelievers and scoffers 
who give a listening ear, too. Departing from the pres- 
ence of Jesus stirred profoundly, but in a different man- 
ner entirely, their rebellious hearts seething with mur- 
muring and revolt. They go out scheming and plotting 
to do away with such beautiful teachings of joy and peace 
and if it were in their power, to crush and stamp the life 
out of Christ’s teachings. So bitter were the Pharisees’ 
accusations of Jesus in His day, that from a certain time 
on, every occasion was sought to hinder Him in the 
spreading of the glad news of the Kingdom. The Word did 
not profit them, rather it became a stumblingblock of 
offense. 

We too have sensed the difference “of the high calling 
of Goa” to usward in the written Words of Jesus, stirring 
within us a glorious foretaste of unspeakable things to 
come, hitherto unknown. We acknowledge the Heavenly 
authority behind it and can honestly affirm, “He spake 
as never man spake.” 

Man’s reasoning would cover up what God’s demands 
reveal, telling us that we can squander our day of salva- 
tion as we please and still qualify for the Kingdom. The 
Lord says to work while you have the time “for the 
night cometh when no man can work.” 

If the words of Jesus have left a stamp of godly refine- 
ment upon our deportment we will be unlike the world 
in thought, word and deed. We will have heeded the com- 
mandment to come out from their circles “pressing at top 
speed toward the mark for the prize” unmindful of what 
others may be saying or doing. When Jesus returns to 
carth, He will surely recognize us by the “show of our 
countenance” what a transformation His refining words 
have wrought in us. 
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Only One Lite 


¢¢ NLY ONE LIFE, ’twill soon be past, only what’s 

() done for Christ will last.” 

Many times throughout the pages of Holy 
Writ, we are reminded of the brevity of our mortal exist- 
ence. “Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and 
full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut 
down; he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.” 

The Psalmist declares, “As for man, his days are as 
grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the 
wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof 
shall know it no more.” In harmony with the Psalmist we 
hear the words of the prophet Isaiah, “All flesh is grass, 
and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 
the grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of 
our God shall stand for ever.” “We spend our years as a 
tale that is told;” says the same writer, and the apostle 
James emphasizes it even more when he asks, “What is 
your life? It is even a vapor, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away.” Job 14:1, 2; Psa. 103: 
15, 16; Isa. 40: 6, 8; Psa. 90:9; James 4: 14. 

These are only a few of the many statements of fact 
recorded for our learning, to impress upon our minds 
man’s unimportance, that when governed by his own 
natural thoughts and ways he is no more in God’s sight 
than a “vapor,” a “tale that is told,” and he has even 
been described as being “less than nothing and vanity.” 

These testimonies seem to portray a dark picture, but 
let us turn the picture over and see the bright side: for 
this short fleeting life is not all the mighty Creator has 
to offer frail humanity. We do not have to remain as 
grass just to cover the earth, but we are offered the 
opportunity to become a “tree” in the garden of the 
Lord, and there is no limit to the height such a tree can 
attain, if it is nourished by the water of life, which 
God has furnished in abundance to every one who is 
thirsty. 

When we try to compare a blade of grass with a lofty 
majestic tree we catch a mental glimpse of the difference 
between a short life spent in pursuing the things of this 
present world and the life of one who chooses to so live 
that this life will only be a prelude to an endless life 
in the world to come. 

A survival of the fittest is surely one of life’s basic 
laws. And God has revealed through His Word that it 
is His plan and purpose to select men and women who 
will now make themselves worthy of having their lives 
perpetuated, to share the blessings of that world to come. 

He has given humanity this life as a free gift, and 
with it a wonderful Book, which makes plain the work 
to be done to experience the power and glory of an end- 
less life. We owe God everything for this gift of life, 
for without it, we would never have the chance to make 
ourselves fit for a place in the Kingdom. 

Jesus says, “They which shall be accounted worthy 
to obtain that world, ... are the children of God—they are 
equal unto the angels, neither can they die any more” 
(Luke 20: 35, 36). 

Life in this present world is short, but it is long enough 
for those who have an ambition to become somebody in 
God’s sight to fulfill their ambition. 

In commenting on the shortness of man’s earthly 


career, a writer once said, “Here is a serious matter. The 
stage is this earthly life, the part is ours to play, the 
chance to play it comes but once. Surrounded by a vast 
audience of the seen and unseen, we make our entrance, 
speak our lines and depart. It is no dress rehearsal we 
are engaged in, but a real drama, the only one we shall 
ever participate in upon this human scene, ‘What shall 
We make of it? ” 

Ve cannot become a failure without our own consent; 
for God has made us free moral agents, we can use this 
life as we see fit. It is our privilege to choose the part 
We wish to play. 

Since we have but one life to live, one appearance to 
make upon the stage of human history, it is all important 
that we make the most of our opportunity and not waste 
it by a careless handling of our role, for it is a sober- 
ing thought to realize how soon the curtain will be rung 
down on our performance. All about us we see those who 
are seeking the best the present has to offer. They are 
willing to work hard and long and practice much self- 
denial to gain riches, honor and worldly fame. They are 
so busy doing things and getting things, they lose sight 
of the purpose of living. 

To be sure, they will receive the applause of men; for 
we are told “men will praise thee when thou doest well 
to thyself”; but when the curtain is rung down on their 
performance their futile ambitions will have brought 
them nothing of lasting value and they will pass off the 
stage of life forever. “As the flower of the grass he shall 
pass away” (James 1:10). 

Our ambitions to become somebody in God’s sight must 
lift us above a scoffing and indifferent world, for God 
wants only those men and women who are not satisfied 
with this short life and what it offers. 

To merit the favor of the Eternal, our one purpose in 
life must be to seek with all our heart the best God has 
to offer, this treasure of life eternal. 

It is a sad fact that all down through the ages, only a 
few can be aroused to realize the value of this gift; only 
a few are willing to comply with the conditions outlined 
in God’s word in order to obtain the reward He has 
offered. 

To be worthy of this great reward and live in that 
age when the earth will be beautified and glorified, we 
must now choose to play perfectly the role of a Chris- 
tian as we pass over the stage of life. As every success- 
ful career is the result of preparation, the first impor- 
tant step in fitting ourselves for the part is to go to 
the Book of all books and let the words of Truth found 
on its pages be a force in our daily lives. 

Here we read that the Eternal is a “God of knowl- 
edge and by him actions are weighed.” As we know, 
actions are the fruit of the thoughts we entertain. The 
Wise man has summed up the work of preparation in a 
few words, “Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out 
of it are the issues of life’ and “As a man thinketh in 
his heart so is he” (Prov. 4: 23; 23:7). 

Only a few words, but it represents a great work; 
for here is where all reforms start, and where the white 
flag of surrender is first flown. So great is the work, 
many have turned aside, letting a spirit of cowardice 
induce them to think the part of a Christian too difficult 
» part to nlav, and returned to the worldling’s way of 
acting. thereby forfeiting their right to a Christian’s 
hope. Thev become no more than a grasshopper and less 
than nothing and vanity in God’s sight. 
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Meditations 
On the Wo ud 


“Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they 
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. In thy 
name shall they rejoice all the day; and in thy righteousness 
shall they be exalted” (Psalm 89: 15, 16). 


By noting a few of the high points of this Psalm lead- 
ing up to the joyful outburst in verse 15, we see that King 
David, in prophetic strain, was foreshadowing events 
whose fulfillment were at the time yet centuries in the fu- 
ture, but now are imminent. In the opening stanza of his 
song he said (vs. 1, 2), “I will sing of the mercies of the 
Lord forever: with my mouth will I make known thy 
faithfulness to all generations. For I have said, Mercy 
shall be built up for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou 
establish in the very heavens.” 

The earth being our abode at present, quite natural- 
ly our interests center around the prospect of improved 
conditions here, rather than at some distant point in 
the far-away heavens. But surely no one could surmise 
that the elements of mercy or faithfulness could be lack- 
ing in the blest abode where God dwells! There is, how- 
ever, a heaven much closer to us where these qualities are 
sadly lacking. Frequently throughout the Scriptures the 
ruling group of a nation or country is spoken of as its 
heavens, their position in relation to the common people 
being the same as is the physical heaven to the earth; and 
among these heavens or ruling groups of today, the quali- 
ties of mercy and faithfulness are often conspicuous by 
their absence. However, when the new or chief heavens— 
foreshadowed by the allegory of Creation in the first of 
Genesis—are complete, then God’s faithfulness will be 
permanently established in them. 

Christ, upon His return to earth, is to occupy the posi- 
tion of universal King. Psalm 72 speaks of this King, lists 
the high qualities He will possess, and speaks of the en- 
durance of His kingdom: “He shall judge the people with 
righteousness, and thy poor with judgment. . . He shall 
judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of 
the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor. . . In 
his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of 
peace so long as the moon endureth. He shall have domin- 
ion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends 
of the earth. .. His name shall endure forever: his name 
shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be 
blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed” (vs. 2, 
4, %,.8; 39). 

Christ as the great King will share His authority with 
His 144,000 associates (Rev. 14: 1), who will assist in the 
grand work of establishing mercy and faithfulness in the 
heavens or ruling powers of earth. And at that time the 
situation can never get out of hand as the result of divided 
or overlapping authority, or personal ambition, as has so 
often happened with the set-ups of human rule, for “they 
that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful” 
(Rev. 17: 14). 

It is a joyful sound that the scourge of war can no long- 


er plague earth’s inhabitants in that glorious Day, that 
He will make “wars to cease unto the end of the earth” 
(Ps. 46:9), that they “shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9). 

Two different Prophets speak forcefully of this time 
(Isaiah 2 and Micah 4), when the mountain of the house 
of the Lord, the heavens (ruling powers), shall be estab- 
lished above the hills (people), and all nations shall flow 
unto it. “And many nations shall come, and say, Come, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the 
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go 
forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. But they shall sit every man under 
his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them 
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.” 

And how joyful, too, is the sound of that exultant note, 
that even death, the last enemy, shall be destroyed, swal- 
lowed up in victory! “O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?” I Cor. 15: 55. 

Jesus, the King elect, spent three years of His mature 
life in His public ministry, broadcasting this same joyful 
sound. He went among the people doing good; healing the 
sick, cleansing the lepers, opening the eyes of the blind, 
making the deaf to hear, raising the dead; preaching the 
gospel, or good news of the Kingdom to be set up on earth 
at His second coming, wherever He went. Yet to make as- 
surance doubly sure, after spending a number of years at 
the Father’s right hand he sent His angel back to earth 
with a special message to us giving us a greater insight 
into the happy state of affairs that will prevail when the 
“kingdoms of this world” become His Kingdom (Rev. 11: 
15): “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them [Immanuel, God with us], and 
be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eves; and there shall be no more death, neither sor- 
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for 
the former things are passed away” (Rev. 21:3, 4). 

Few in the world will attune their ears to hear this joy- 
iul sound, and fewer still will act upon its message and so 
order their lives as to be worthy to fit into God’s revealed 
Plan. But soon the tables will turn, soon Christ will return 
to earth, and the glad news will then reach the ears of 
every one who will submit to the new order of things, and 
from then on that joyful sound will increase in volume un- 
til ultimately it swells into a mighty chorus, with everv 
creature upon earth saying, “Blessing, and honor, and glo- 
ry, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever” (Rev. 5:18). 


Ge ae eo 


It is ver difficult to realize it sometimes and it is hard 
en our pride to admit it when we do realize it, but it is 
a fact. nevertheless that the joy and happiness and sat- 
isfaction of our lives depend very much more upon our- 


selves and the kind of people we are, than upon the 
things that happen to us. 





Questions and Answers 


A correspondent writes: “Intellectual beliefs in themselves 
have no eternal value. The child’s heart of love, worship and 
adoration for God is the belief that has eternal value; the 


intellect simply being the means of revealing this love to 
others.” 


Our subscriber friend seems to have a fixed viewpoint 
on the proper procedure to secure God’s favor and merit 
salvation. The foregoing letter carries the same thought 
as a number of preceding letters from him have carried. 

With the multiplicity of religious beliefs extant in our 
modern world, to be able to brush aside the allegedly 
provable claims of these many proponents, and depend 
wholly upon God to inform us of His will for us through 
some sort of mental influence would simplify matters 
immensely. This arrangement would relieve us of the 
difficult assignment to “prove all things, hold fast that 
which is good.” We no longer would be obliged to “earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once detivered unto the 
saints” (I Thess, 5: 21, Jude 8). 

Moreover, to accept of God’s will for us with a simple 
childlike faith is not necessarily simple. God does not 
reveal His will to us through thought transference or 
some magic manipulation of the mind, but only through 
His Word; hence study, comparison, the exercise of the 
intellect, is essential, and this process is not simple. What 
we believe we must be able to read in the Book, and what 
we can read in the Book we must believe. The divine 
edict is: “let God be true, but every man a liar.” 

The Epistle to the Hebrews begins: “God, who at 
sundry times and in divers manners spake in times past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son” (vs. 1, 2). And the declara- 
tions of the “Son” Himself presupposes the use of the 
intellect. “Search the scriptures,” “count the cost,” “dig 
deep,” “hear” and “learn” of the Father. And Jesus’ 
post-ascension message begins with the following words: 
“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto 
him, to show unto his servants things which must shortly 
come to pass. . . Bessed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear (or comprehend) the words of this prophecy, and 
keep those things which are written therein: for the time 
is at hand” (Rev. 1:1, 3). Again, these words indicate 
intellectual exertion and investigation. 

Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, was specific in stating 
the need of the use of the intellect as well as of the heart, 
as the following statements indicate: “Study to show thy- 
self approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Some 
synonyms for “study” are: examine, question, probe, 
analyze, think, reflect, investigate, reason, weigh, ponder. 
This suggests “mind work.” “For whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our learning.” “That 
ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the know]l- 
edge of God.” “But continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation” (II Tim. 2:15; Rom. 15:4; Col. 
1:10; II Tim. 3:14, 15). 

While Paul strongly advised acquiring a knowledge of 
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the Scriptures, he down-graded ignorance, as it alienates 
from God. “Having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that 
is in them, because of the blindness of their heart” (Eph. 
4:18). Hebrews 5: 12 administers a not too veiled rebuke 
to some who had failed to mature in the knowledge of the 
Word, and were still “babes” in Christ: “For when for the 
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach 
you again which be the first principles of the oracles of 
God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not 
of strong meat.” 

Pureness in the doctrine is a matter for concern to the 
believer. God is not pleased for us to believe just any- 
thing. He wants us to “know the truth,” that the truth 
may make us free (John 8:32), then believe and teach 
it. Paul’s advice to Titus, the first Bishop of Crete, was, 
“In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works: 
in doctrine showing, gravity, sincerity.” (Titus 2:7). 
Soundness in the doctrine had already been listed as a 
prime requisite of a bishop in ch. 1:9, “Holding fast 
the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince 
the gainsayers.” And again in I Tim. 4: 16, and II Tim. 
1:13 we read, “Take heed to thyself and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them; for in doing this thou shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear thee.” “Hold fast 
that form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, 
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.” 

Viewed before the background of the Scriptural evi- 
dence just given, informed belief holds a definite edge 
over childlike acceptance. Heart and mind must go 
together if we would know God’s will for us, and make 
the most practical use of that knowledge. 





THE TRUE HERO 


The true hero is the great, wise man of duty, he whose 
soul is armed by truth and supported by the smile of God — 
he who mects life’s perils with a cautious but tranquil spirit, 
gathers strength by facing its storms, and dies, if he is called 
upon to die, as a Christian victor at the post of duty. And, if 
we must have heroes, and wars wherein to make them, here 
is none so brilliant as a war with wrong—no hero so fit to 
be sung as he who hath gained the bloodless victory over 
self. “He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and 
he that ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh a city.” 

—Sel. and alt. 


& * * s tt * 


“A serious and prayerful meditation, and a steady, careful 
study of the Word, coupled with an anxiety and determina- 


tion to do the will of God is the only thing that will fit you 
for the future.” 


Be not anxious about tomorrow. Do today’s duty, fight 
today’s temptation; and do not weaken and distract yourself 
by locking forward to things of tomorrow. Enough for you 
that the God for whom you fight is just and merciful, and 
will reward every man according to his works. 
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Parents, start the little twig 

In the way you'd have it grow. 
Bend it, shape it, raise it up, 

Lift it from the earth below. 
Parents, look! That little twig 

Is not growing upright, straight; 
Ah! ‘tis starting in a way 

That will bring a sad, sad, fate. 


Do I hear a mother say 
That “this little one is young, 
Far too young to understand; 
th TREE Can not learn the right from wrong”? 
e Ah, dear Mother, could you know 
: That the twig in tender years, 
1S Bent so easily, can save 
So much anguish, sorrow, tears? 


Inclined Then, dear Mother, you would haste, 


Would observe the tender twig; 
Carefully and jealously 

Watch your child, to guard and save; 
Watch the little smiling face 

That can change so suddenly 
From its sweet and winsome grace, 

To a tempest—sullenly. 
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Ah! you'd start to train right now; 
Bend that little twig aright; 
Wait not till the stiffning tree 
Makes for you a hopeless fight. 
Yours must be the master hand 
That would work with loving strength. 
Training, shaping, lifting up, 
That this tree stand straight at length. 
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Soon the struggle will be o'er, 
If you curb it from the start, 
And with wise and gentle hand 
Willingly vou do your part; 
Conquer then, when first you hear 
A disobedient, angry word; 


Pee = Let him know that from his lips 
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Willfulness must ne’er be heard. 


Leave not, Mother, unrestrained 

Those sharp outbreaks, for you know 
Habits are so quick to form; 

And to overcome, so slow! 
Ah! the years of sorrow, pain, 

You can save that little one. 
Mother, do you love your child? 

Help it be a loving son. 

Contributed. 
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